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viewing the islanders as "negroes" or "papuans" and of ridicu-
ling the little that they saw of the art and sculpture of the
islands as the work of''savages/' To these people Gauguin par-
ticularly addressed himself but he did not forget to scandalise
the Mission also*
As soon as he had succeeded in obtaining his land he
gave up the pretence, which he had made at the beginning, of
being one of the Mission's supporters. He saw in it the
originator of many of the unjust and petty laws that enmeshed
the lives of the islanders and he knew that if the Marquesans
were a dying race it was due as much to the Mission's civilising
efforts, which had taken away the islanders' interest in life, as to
the diseases which had ruined their stamina and racial vitality
when the first Europeans had come to the Archipelago. The
Mission, on the ground that it was idolatrous, had discouraged
the practice of sculpture in the islands, and the great sense of
decoration which had been natural to the islanders had been
almost lost for the reason that it in turn had been held to
encourage fetishism. The great sculptures of the past centuries,
the bone and mother-of-pearl ornaments and the hardwood
statuettes, had been stolen by the gendarmes in the valleys
and sold to travellers as curios. None had been preserved in
Polynesia, so that there was nowhere a record of what the
islands had once produced. The islanders might no longer
decorate their mats and fabrics with the wealth of geometric
design that they had used in the past, nor were they any longer
capable of doing so had they wished* They were kept in
perpetual fear of breaking the laws of which they were the
constant victims. Their language was debased by the introduc-
tion of many mispronounced words of French origin. There
was only the one distraction of making love left to them, and
it was this that the Mission found the greatest difficulty in
overcoming*
As was inevitable in Polynesia, when Gauguin's hut was
completed, a girl came and installed herself in it with him,
until he should choose to turn her out, to act as wife and